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47. An electrosurgical system as 

in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
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the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
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55. The electrosurgical system 

of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
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disposed near the distal end of 
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56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
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46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 

















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 
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47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
cucurnscribing the return 
felectrode. 
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the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
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55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 
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56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
patient's body , 
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581 The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




1:34-53 












59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the returr 
Belectrode is in the range from 1C 
jvolts (RMS) to 1000 volts 




1:34-53 










7:26-42 



Page 2 of 1 1 



Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
Jin claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


5:3-10 














47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 










2:34-46 


2:35-58 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue, ; 


3:5-20 
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55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 
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3:1-52 
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2-34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















jthe target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
nspine, ear, nose, throat, 
yepidermis and dermis of the 
floatienrs body 
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2:21-63 
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||58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




! 
i 




8:30-39 


6:61-68 


2:35-58 


333 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the rerun 
electrode is in the range from 1( 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMS). 
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5:46-6:7 


2:35-58 
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27 


28 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
eJeetrosurfcical probe. 




Fig. 1 








3:30-47 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 




Fig. 1-2 








3:3(M7 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
[(electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 




2:42-68 






1383 






55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 


2:41-43 


Fig: 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natienfs'bndv; 






1426 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 





58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 


3:46-51 


3:30-38 


1425 




1383 




7:62-8:14 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
OIMS1 


3:46-51 


330-38 


1425 




1383 
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16. An electrosurgical system as 
n claim 45 % wherein 


















he return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


69 




4:55-5:16 












47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 


















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 


69 




4.55-5:16 












the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue 




Fig. 5 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2 


44 






55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 


















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 


68 


5:1 1-27 


5:17-31 










56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
oatierrt\s bodv. 


68 




9:37-47 






42 




58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz_ 


68 








2:45-3:16 


42 




59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 














the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the retun 
electrode is in the range from 1( 
volts (RMS) to 1 000 volts 
(RMS). 
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) 68 
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42 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















|the return electrode forms a 
Hportion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-28 


292 


275 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 






• 










an insulating member 
Bcircumscribmg the return 
Helectrode, 


4:4-39 






Fie 5* 8*9- 
34 


4:36^3 


292 


275 


ttthe return electrode being 
Bsufficientry spaced from the 
flelectrode terminal to minimize 
Iwirect contact between the return 
Helectrode and the patient's 
[[tissue 
















B55. The electrosurgical system 
jof claim 45 wherein 
















|the electrode terminal comprises 
tja single active electrode 
ydisposed near the distal end of 
|the shaft. 


4:40-58 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


J|5 6. The electrosurgical system 
Itof claim 45 wherein 
















|the target site is selected from 
jthe group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat* 
epidermis and dermis of the 


2:16-34 




1168 


3:63-4:16 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 




patient's hodv. 

R58. The electrosurgical system 

Bof claim 45 wherein 
















Hthe frequency of the voltage 
Happlied between the return 
Helectrode and the electrode 
Itterminal is in the range of about 
pOkHzand20Mhz. 






1168 




2:62-65 






|59. The electrosurgical system 
|of claim 45 wherein 














[jthe voltage applied between the 
Helectrode terminal and the return 
Helectrode is in the range from 10 
kolts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
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44 


45 


46 
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48 


49 


146. An electrosurgical system as 
Jin claim 45, wherein 
















[Jthe return electrode forms a 
Hportion of the shaft of the 
flekctrosurgical probe. 








D .4 1 -*».Z 


1.3 /"ZJJ 


H.J O— 




B47. An electrosurgical system as 
nin claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 








3:41-4:2 


1:57-235 


i.io Off 

4.15-zo \ 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 






inherent 


6:42 




6:28 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


3:4M:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


3:27-44 


56. The electrosurgical system 
|of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient'shodv 


1:1-4 


3:6-25 




3:8-34 


1:18-39 




1:47-68 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




3:36-41 




6:5-30 








59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the rerun 
electrode is in the range from 1C 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 


> 















Page 7 of 11 



Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


55 


56 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


3:17-23 


3:35-57 


2:63-3:5 


3:37,64 




2:62-68 


1:61-2:11 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 


3:17-23 


335-57 


i 

1:42-50 


3:37-64 




2:62-68 




me return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
Gireci contact oerween me rcium 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue, 




3:53 












55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 




1:61-2:11 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 

ft%<» ftrrti »rv rAnciclinn Accent 1511 1\/ 

of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
Ihip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
[spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient's hodv. 


2:2-20 


1:9-12 


1:5-9 


1:9-15 


669 


1:52-55 


1:50-58 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 4 5 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
2QkHzand20Mhz. 










669 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
fRMSl 










672 
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57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurRical probe. 




4:27-33 




3:52-66 




3:12-2/ 




W7. An electrosurgical system as 
Bin claim 46 further including 
















HarTinsuJating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 








3:52-66 




3:12-27 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 












Fig. 3 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 








4:15-29 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natieht's hodv. 


4:20-5:5 


3:30-49 


1:5-12 






3:21-32 


15:62-16:7 


J58. The electrosurgical system 
Bof claim 45 wherein 
















hhe frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 










4:28-4* 




i 

; 
: 


[59. The electrosurgical system 
pf claim 45 wherein 














the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
Ults (RMS) to 1000 volts 
CRMS! 










4:28-48 




321-32 
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64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


|46. Anelectrosurgica! system as 
Bin claim 4 5 r wherein 






■ 










Ithe return electrode forms a j 
portion of the shaft of the 
jelectrosurRical probe. 








4:37-52 


4:33-43 






B47. An electrosurgical system as 
|in claim 46 further including 
















Jan insulating member 
Ijcircumscribing the return 
electrode, 








4:37-52 


4:33-43 




. 2:5o-oo 


lithe return electrode being 
^sufficiently spaced from the 
(electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 
















55. The electrosurgica! system 
of claim 45 wherein • 
















the electrode terminal emprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft 


5:44-63 


5:20-36 


1:63-2:17 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
. patient's hodv. : 








1:10-15 








58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 






« 










the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz_ 




6:25-40 












59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 1C 
volts (RMS) to 1 000 volts 
(RMS). 
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71 


72 


73 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 








the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 






5:iO-5o 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 








an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 


5:36-58 






the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 




2:29-36 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


6:8-22 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient's hodv. 




2:63-68 


3:26-34 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 








59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 








jkhe voltage applied between the 
Belectrode terminal and the retun 
ftelectrode is in the range from 1( 
Lolts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
llCRMS). 


l 
) 




6:23-33 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 




211 


9:9-25 


1-38-44 






applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
cuffirirnf tr» v^rw>ri7P the fluid in a thin laver 

~ « ,, >r - 0 t l»«kc# o »"\/"\r"tif\n ai InP PlCCtmde 
OVer HI luul a purilUfi vi uifc cibvuvuv 

terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver — 






inherent 




Sft fit 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 

tliB fnrm rtfnltntnnc fl^VinO A WSlVelcflPth 111 

me lOlill OI pnoiv/llb IlaYUljj a vraytiviigui •« 

me unraviojci spccuuiri. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the hiffh freouencv voltage is in the ranee 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak 




211 






58 




2L The method of claim 1 wherein 






__ 








the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the . 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 













3:22-40 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






5:3-5 








24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin , layer over at least a portion of the 
Helectrode terminal; and 






inherent 




58,61 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48R1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 

area in the range of about 025 mm 2 to 

50 mm 2 . 














48, The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




M9. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target she. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comprising 










• 




evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adiacent the electrode terminal. 






8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 






fi] The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested. Jet alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArtbroCare suggests and 


assumes. 


(21 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 




no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. — 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 
1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 


7 


8 


9 


1 IV 

10 


1 1 
1 1 


i? 

IX 


providing an electrode terminal and 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 




5 


2:40-63 






528 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
pnpnrv tn thp tnrpet site in contact with the 

CllvltJ *" Ills* l*U £3* , * > 111 \*yju**M>f+ 




1 £ 




6:54-7:5 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 








5:58-66 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal . 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10mm. 


3:17-32 








2:1-14. 




23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 




inherent 








529 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














j the liquid phase of the electrically 
flconductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


|29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
Oappfying step comprises: 














ttvaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
|in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
llelectrode tenninal; and 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



jclaim text \ reference | 


7 


8 


9 


10 




12 


winQllCinC Ulc QlSCIlalgC Ul j/liV/iUiia w uiw 

|target site in contact with the vapor layer. 

■ 








5:58-66 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48M1 
wherein - 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 

area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

50 mm 2 . - 










3 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comorisine 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 






2:40-63 








HI The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


Ibio certificate of correction has been 
flrequested. Jet alone issued, to correct this or 


|anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


|respectivelY. as ArthroCare suggests and 


■assumes. 


Im The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














fe. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 






|no certificate of correction has been 
((requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 
|anv other claim to refer to claims I and 28. 


Hrespectivelv. as ArthroCare suggests and 


■assumes. 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the f 882 patent may be found in each reference. 



jclaim text \ reference 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 | 


18 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 






5:26-30 


848 




3:67-4:3 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
cuflfi/~i«*nt in vanorize the fluid in a thin layer 

Jill IH-PCHI \\f f flUvl i^w Ulw MUIU us m utjji M *~J ~ m 

Over ai ICvLSl a EnJIUVJIl VI UIC vivtuuuv 

terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in conxaci wiin uic 

vnnor laver 


4:47 




Aft 






inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 

tk#» fr\rm nf nhntan^ h^VinP a W3VClcn£th LQ 
UiC lOIILl \jI UI»v/*vllo Having <» tt.utvivu^uj U1 

UIC UluoYlUlvt ol/vCUUlIJ. 






3:31-33 


845 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
jjvohs peak to peak. 




7:26- 
42;Fig.6 








8:30-39 


18. The method of claim 1 wherein 










- 




1 the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




7:26- 
42;Fig.6 










21 . The method of claim 1 wherein 















the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the . 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 














24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 














29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 

inducing tnc oiscnargc 01 pnuivn> w uiv 

target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


13 


14 


15 

3-31-33 


16 

845 


17 


18 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
wherein 














the electrpde terminal has a contact surface 

area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

50 mm 2 . — 


11:62- 
12:34 












48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fir. 6 








8:30-39 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 










J 50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 








• 






the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comDrisine 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adiacent the electrode terminal. 












I 

i 


Fll The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issuecUo correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 
respectively, as ArthroCare suseests and 


assumes. _ 

[21 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


j no certificate of correction has been 

1 requested let alone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


(respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 
Bassuroes. 
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23 


24 


claim text \ reference .__ 

1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 


\y 


20 


21 


22 






providing an electrode terminal and 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


2:21-58 


2:42-68; 
3:66 


1425 


applying a high frequency voKage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
Sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
Hover ar» leasx a punjun ui uit vivvu vruv 
(terminal and to induce the discharge of 
jlenergy to the target site in contact with the 








- 






yanor laver 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 

the high frequency voltage is at least 200 

volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 

the high frequency voltage is in the range 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 















the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 















23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 








? 47-51 


3:65-68 


1426 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














me liquid pnasc ui uic cicuu w^aujr 
JLonductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






334 


LA 1- 

51;Fig. 1 


3:65-68 


1426 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 












i 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


inducing tne discnarge 01 pnoions 10 uic 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48111 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50mm 2 . : 






111 


5:31-33 




1425 


481 The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2,0 mm from the target site. 






, 








54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comprising 












— 


evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 














f 11 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 




no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 




assumes. 

121 The Certificate of Correction dated Ma\ 


* 










i 

i 


2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 




|no certificate of correction has been 
[(requested let alone issued to correct this or 


flany other claim to refer to claims f and 28. 


JJrespectivelv. as ArthroCare suggests and 
llassumes. ' 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


25 


26 


Zf . 




29 


30 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


99 


1383 


2:38.66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
flan electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


100 


1383 


1:18; 3:48- 
53 


5:28-31 


68 


4:48-58 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, die high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vnnnr laver. ■■ 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein * 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 




1382 






68 


5:11-27 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 






: 






— 


the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm 




1383 










23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 






24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


7:3-8:5 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
(electrode terminal; and 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 
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claim text \ reference 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1382 


■ 





68 


5:1 1-27 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 1 1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 

area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

50 mm 2 . : 




1383 






.68 




48. The method of claims 26 and 2S wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 

frr\m oKivtit ^ftft trv 1/1 HO vnlti nealc to neak 

from aooui _>v/\/ w i**w wi» pvaiv »v 




1383 






68 




50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the ^iRrtrnHp terminal is positioned between 
ft ft? ir* 9 fl mm frnin the tarpet site 

\J.\JL \\J Z. ~\J UUIJ 11 will uiv uugvi 




1383-84 






68 




B54 The method of claims 23 or 48f2l 
Iifurther comprising 














[(evacuating fluid generated at the target she 

Ihuif u on ft \s\n liimpn navino 21 flFCf si end 
iAirtrt>r\t tVtt* f*]e*r trrvH** terminal 
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claim text \ reference 


31 




33 


34 


35 


36 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a . 
Hhigh frequency voltage source; 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


Positioning the active electrode in close 
Hproximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


3:31;7:65 




2:45-69 


43 


248 


7:30-32 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 














ynnor layer : ■ — 

13, The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










18. The method of claim 1 wherein 
the high frequency voltage is m tne 
from about 500 to 1 400 volts peak to peak. 




8 










2 1 '. The method of claim 1 wherein 















the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
roost distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 


2:45-67 










6:34-37 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


7:3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


24. The method of claim I wherein 














tne liquid piiase ol tne electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 










248 ■ 


7:26-52 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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claim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 




— - 










47. The method of claims 23 or 48[ 11 
wherein 















the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 025 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 


6:14-37 











5:5-20 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
Yolts peak to peak. ■ ■ . 




t> 

o 










49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
frnm ahmit S0O to 1400 volts oeak to peak. 




8 











50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0 02 to 2 0 mm from the tareet site. 














54 The method of claims 23 or 4812] 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 

\intVi a cur+irtn 1i»m#*n hftvino H ril^t/ll £rtu 
Willi ol dUvUUIl jlilllCll Having a ui^iai vim 

adjacent the electrode terminal; 


2:45-3:10 












ml 1 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested let alone issued, to correct this or 
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jjrespectively. as AxthroCare suggests and 
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claim text \ reference 

1 . A method for applying energy to a target 

site on a patient body structure comprising: 


37 


38 


— ™ r 

39 . ! 

: 

1 


40 


. 41 




providing an electrode terminal and 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


areturn electrode electrically coupled to a 
hifth frequency voltage source; 


662-63 


1168 


5:M7 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


flpositioning the active electrode in close 
Rproximity to the target site in the presence of 
Ban electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


663 


1168 




2:37-42 


291 


275 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
pn^rov to tKf* tarppf site in contact with the 




1 1 tyj 








- 


vanor layer. — — 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
lithe ultraviolet spectrum. 






1:26-37 








Hi 7. The method of claim 1 wherein 














mhe high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 















the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 








• 






23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














gthe liquid phase of the electrically 
flconducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 raS/cm. . 


662 


1168 




5:62-6:19 


291 


- 

275 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 












275 


the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




1170 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 



37 



38 



39 



40 



41 



42 



47. The method of claims 23 or 481 11 



inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 



wherein 



the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 



48. The method of claims 26 and 28 whereinl 



the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 



49. The method of claims 26 and 28 whereinl 



the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 



50. The method of claims 26 and 28 whereinl 



the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 



54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 



further comprising 



evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 



| T1 The Certificate of Correction da ted May I 



2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 



no certificate of correction has been 



requested let alone issued, to correc t this or 



any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 



espectively. as ArthroC are suggests and 



If 21 The Certificate of Correction dated May | 
2. 2000. refers to claim n umbers 23 or 48: 
no certificate of correc tion has been 
jrequested. let alone issue d, tn correct this or 
nv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 
[respectively, as ArthroC are suggests and 
assumes. 



1:26-37 



1168 



5:59-61 



5:43-53 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


4J 




45 


46 ! 


47 


48 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














[providing an electrode terminal and 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2 3 1-53 


1:34 


2:28 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


11 




3:48-55 


6:42 


6:4-60 


5:39 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
khe electrode terminal and the return 
Belectrode, the high frequency voltage being 
[[sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
lover at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vannr laver. -. 






inherent 


inherent 




- 

inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
|the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 












,. 


lithe distance between the most proximal 
[[portion of the electrode terminal and the 
Qrnost distal portion of the return electrode is 
Bin the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














H23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














Hthe liquid phase of the electrically 
^conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
khan 2 mS/cra. 






3.45-4. / 






5:65-6:19 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














tne iiquKi pnase or tne eiecincaiiy 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
llelectrode terminal; and , 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 



Page 15 of 26 



Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 4Sf 11 
wherein 












• 


the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48r2l 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


2:8-18 




3:4(M7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


Til The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 




respectively, as ArthroCare suggests arid 




F2] The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2^2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 




|no certificate of correction has been 
Brequestedv let alone issued, to correct this or 


BanY other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 
ttrespectivelv. as ArthroCare sugcests and 


Bassumes. 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 

1 . A method for applying energy to a target 

site on a patient body structure comprising: 


49 


50 


51 








providing an electrode terminal and 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:65 


2:2-20 


3:53 


1:38 


3:63-2:1 


672 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency vohage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 

vnnor Ijwpt - -- 






inherent 


4:10 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 








4:3-18 




670 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. ' 












670 


1 8. The method of claim t wherein 






• 








the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 1 0 mm. 








1:53-61 






23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


3:45-68 




3:35-57 


2:24-29 






24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 




1 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 






inherent 


4:10 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the Vapor layer. 








4:3-18 




670 


[47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
Jwherein 


— — 












|the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 




3:40-50 


. 


■= 






48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 












670 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














|54. The method of claims 23 or48[21 
I further comprising 














jjevacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal 


5:16-23 












Til The Certificate of Correction dated May 












2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested let alone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArtbroCare suseests and 


assumes. 


121 The Certificate of Correction dared Mav 














2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
. requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suacests and 


assumes 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



k : ; 

claim text \ reference 

LA method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 








58 


59 


60 


providing an electrode terminal and 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
hieh frequency voltage source; „ 


2:7-46 


1;61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:52-55 




6 






5:40 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 














vanor W pr 

1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum, 


3:15-31 






1:42-53 


--— — 




17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 












— 


1 8 The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






o:7-l j 








24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














tne liquid phase ot tne electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








p. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
Happrying step comprises: 














Bvaporizingthe electrically conducting fluid 
[in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
[[electrode terminal; and 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


55 : 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


inHiirtnn tKp rlicr~Vi^roP nf* nholons to the 

inducing inc uis^iiaigc vi |/iiwuju w 
target site in contact wilh the vapor layer. 


3:15-31 






1:42-53 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
Jarea in the range of about 0.25 mm to 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
Yolts peak to peak. 














W9. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
ad jacent the electrode terminal. 














Ill The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued* to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suesests and 


assumes. 


[21 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 


assumes. 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 

11. A method for applying energy to a target 

[site on a patient body structure comprising: 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


■providing an electrode terminal and 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


la return electrode electrically coupled to a 
Dhifth frequency vohaRe source; 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 * 


5:34 


2:1 


positioning the active electrode in close 
[proximity to the target site in the presence of 
ian electrically conducting terminal [sic); and 


11:65-66 


4:10-29 






2:10; 6:65 


2:10 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 










6:56 




yanor laver. _ — 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
thp form nf nhntons havinc a wavelength in 
. utc muttVium j^a>vu m». . 


133-4 


4:6-9 


4:21-32 




6:50-63 


1:63-2:17 


17 The method of claim 1 wherein 

the high frequency voltage is at least 200 

volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 




3:21-32 








1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 

the high frequency voltage is in the range 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak; 


4:28-45 












2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 












the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
Bin the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim I wherein 
the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


24. The method of claim 1 where in 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying stej) comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
Helectrode terminal; and 










6:56 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


inducing the discharge of photons to tne 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


13:3-4 


4:6-9 


4:21-32 




6:50-63 


1:63-2:17 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48H1 
wherein ' ; ^ 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm to 
pOmm 2 . — — 














[48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 




3:21-32 








49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 










5:55-61; 
8:19-31 




54. The method of claims 23 or 48f21 
further comprising 















evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 




4:30-46 










ril The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 




no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims J and 28. 


respectively, as ArthroCare suggests and 




assumes. — 

[21 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 


no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectiYerv. as ArthroCare suseests and 


assumes. — 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 



67 



68 



70 



71 



72 



1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
Jsite on a patient body structure comprising: 



providing an electrode terminal and 



2:35 



3:25 



3:20 



a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
ifch frequency voltage source; 



2:35 



3:25 



3:20 



itioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 



of 



4:10 



applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver 



1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein 



at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum 



1:22-34 



1 7. The method of claim 1 wherein 



the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 



1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 



the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 



2 



1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 



the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 1 0 mm. 



23. The method of claim 1 wherein 



the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/crn, ■ __ 



24. The method of claim 1 wherein 



the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 



4:4-11 



4:4-11 



29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 



vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 



2:38 



3:43-4:18 



2:30 



2:38 



3:43-4:18 



2:30 



3:1 



4:33 



7:17-37 



2:67-3:8 



2:67-3:8 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the f 882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


in/4iw>i-r*ft tY\e* riic/ > li9r0p nf nhntnnc to the 
in out- in g uic uiociidj jjc ui jjuvu/jw *v 

target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






i:22-34 




7:17-37 




47. The method of claims 23 or 48H1 
wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area m the range of about 0.25 mm to 
50 mm 2 . 












2:42-54 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2;0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48121 
further comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


3:64-43 


2:65-3:22 




3:44-53 






f 11 The Certificate of Correction dated Mav 














2. 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 
no certificate of correction has been 
requested let alone issued, to correct this or 


any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 


respectively, as ArthroCare sugEests and 


([assumes. _ — — 


Bi21 The Certificate of Correction dated May 














fc. 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48: 




jno certificate of correction has been 
{requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 


lanv other claim to refer to claims I and 28. 


Irespectrverv. as ArthroCare suggests and 
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Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



I|claim text \ reference 


73 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
Lite on a patient body structure comprising: 




flproviding an electrode terminal and 


4:35 


[la return electrode electrically coupled to a 
IJhiRh frequency voltage source; 


4:35 


[positioning the active electrode in close 
flproximity to the target site in the presence of 
Han electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


6:45-55 


Applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency vohage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 

tvannr lav<*.r ■ 




1 3. The method of claim t wherein 




at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


2:22-34 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts^eaktopeak. 


6:23-33 


HI8. The method of claim 1 wherein 




|the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 




the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 




23. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 




24. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 




29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 




vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



Iclaim text \ reference 


73 


[[inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


2:22-34 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48f 11 
wherein 




the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50mm\ 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 




the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
Ivolts peak to peak. 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 




the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 




the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 




54. The method of claims 23 or 48r21 
further comprising 




evacuating fluid generated at the target she 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal 




\ 11 The Certificate of Correction dated May 




2, 2000, refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 




no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 




anv other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 




respectively* as ArthroCare suaeests and 
assumes 




f21 The Certificate of Correction dated May 




2, 2000. refers to claim numbers 23 or 48; 




no certificate of correction has been 
requested, let alone issued, to correct this or 




any other claim to refer to claims 1 and 28, 




respectively, as ArthroCare suseests and 
assumes. 
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Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
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claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


• I 




5:3-5; 9:8- 






2:55-3:2 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 














4. The method of claim I further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 


9. The method of claim I wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


1 1 The method of claim I wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the, return ftlertrndft 1 














18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
j conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
J portion of the electrode terminal and to 
I induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 




58,61 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 






» 








the Yoltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




H26. The method of claim 23 further 
ncomprising 














imimersing the target site within a volume of 
fithe electrically conductive fluid and 






53-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 
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claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
iactive electrode and the return electrode. 


I 












tt27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 


30, The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return electrode. 














39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 




58,61 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 
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[[claim text \ reference 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


3. The method of claim I further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




1,11 










4. The method of claim I further comprising 















Udelivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
tthe target site. 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


j9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














|the electrode terminal comprises a single 
gacttye electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:67-3:16 


7 


7:58-68 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
([electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
ttissue structure immersed in electrically 
Hconductive fluid, the return electrode is 
[(spaced from the tissue structure and the 
[[electrically conductive fluid completes a 
[(conduction path between the electrode 

JLrminal and the. return dectmdfi 




Ml 






.-' 




g] 8. The method of claim 1 further 
([comprising 














Bapplying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
Hdifference to vaporize the electrically 
Hconductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
she in contact with the vapor layer. 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




11 


2:40-63 






529 
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claim text \ reference 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




1.11 










27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




1 ] 


2:40-63 






529 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:67-3:16 


7 


7:58-68 
• 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between ibe active electrode and the 

return p.lftr.trorift : 




1,11 










39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




l>6 




6:54-7:5 






42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 
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[claim text \ reference 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:2! 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
{{generate the current flow path between the 
{{electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








jw. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














{{delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
lithe target site 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


|9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














lithe electrode terminal comprises a single 
[{active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


6:45-54 




4:66-52 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


1 L The method of claim I wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
Hspaced from the tissue structure and the 
Jjelectrically conductive fluid completes a 
{{conduction path between the electrode 
{{terminal and the return electrode 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








H18. The method of claim 1 further 
[[comprising 














Happlying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
{difference to vaporize the electrically 
flconductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
{portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the d ischarge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 










26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 
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claim text \ reference ' 


13 


1/4 
14 


t 5 


16 

JO 


17 


18 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 






• 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target she. 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft 


6:45-54 




4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
[isotonic saline. 














j|34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














fl the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return electrode — 


- 




3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


|42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














Bthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
flvolts peak to peak. 




726-42; 
Fig. 6 
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claim text \ reference 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
|he electrically conductive fluid and 


3:1-16 


2:59-3:5 


334 


2:25-31 


2:51-55 


1425 


Hpositioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-48; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


U4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














Hdelivermg the electrically conductive fluid to 
Ipe target site. 






334 


2:25-31; 
Figs. 1-2 


2:51-55 


1425 


H9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47-51; 
Fig. 1 


3:65-68 


1426 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
Ijelectrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
lltissue structure immersed in electrically 
gconductive fluid, the return electrode is 
ijspaced from the tissue stnicture and the 
|electrical!y conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the. return electrode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














Bthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
Hvolts peak to peak^ 










3:30-38 




26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:1-16 


2:59-3:5 


334 


2:25-31 


2:51-55 


1425 
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claim text \ reference 


19 ! 20 


21 


22 


23 


1*1 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 








2:25-3 1 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 








■• 






delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






334 


2:25-31; 
Fig*. 1-2 


2:51-55 


1425 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


23*46 


2:35-5* 


333 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47-51; 
Fig, I 


3:65-68 


1426 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
stmctuie immersed in electrically conductive 
ftuic^ the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return p.ler.frode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














M2. The method of claim 23 wherein 














Jthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
flvolts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 
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claim text \ reference 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


100 


1383 




5:12-35 


68 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


100 


1383 




1 . J /-z.o 


uo 


rig. j 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


100 


1383 






68 




9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2.6 


68 


5:11-27 


11. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
flelectrode terminal such mat when the 

electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
[[tissue structure Immersed in electrically 
J conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
I spaced from the tissue structure and the 
I electrically conductive fluid completes a 
jjconduction path between the electrode 
1 terminal and thft return eter.trnrie 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


18. The method of claim 1 further 
I comprising 














J applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
(conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
[portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 


• 


1382 83 


inherent 






inherent 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














I immersing the target site within a volume of 
flthe electrically conductive fluid and 


100 


1383 




5:12-35 


68 
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claim text \ reference 


AD 1 


26 


27 

St 1 


28 


29 


30 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


inn 






1-57-2-6 

I.J/ X-.VP 


68 


Fie 5 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
I comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the tarRet site. 


100 


13&3 






68 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


68 


5:11-27 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rp.tiim e.lectrftdft 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 





Page 10 of 26 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 




— . 










immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:Z6-52 


Hpositioning the return electrode within the 
([volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


Fig. 4 


- 


Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


A A 






4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


2:45-3:10 








248 


7:26-52 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


5:17-31 










4:40-58 


11. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
nisotonic saline. 


7:3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


Ill 3; The method of claim 1 wherein 














Hthe return electrode is spaced from the 
Jelectrode terminal such that when the 
Helectrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
1 tissue structure immersed in electrically 
Hconductive fluid, the return electrode is 
Hspaced from the tissue structure and the 
Helectrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


ytp.rmmal and the return ftlectrnde 

Hi 8. The method of claim 1 further 

[comprising 














[[applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
fldiffererice to vaporize the electrically 
Hconductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
Hportion of the electrode terminal and to 
Hinduce the discharge of energy to the target 
Hsite in contact with the vapor layer. 






- 








jbl. The method of claim 1 wherein 














Hthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
Hvolts peak to peak. 




8 










|26. The method of claim 23 further . 
Icomprising 














|mmersing the target site within a volume of 
Hthe electrically conductive fluid and 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 
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iclaim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


1A 


i^ 


jo 


ipositioning the return electrode within the 
(volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
(generate a current flow path between the 
flacti ve electrode and the return electrode. 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


A A 

44 






127. The method of claim 23 further 
Hcomprising 














fldelivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
Ithe target site. 


2:45-3:10 








248 


7:26-52 


■30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














Ithe active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


5:17-31 






- 




4:40-58 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 




-; = 










the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saltne. 


7:3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return fjlftctrorle. 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52; 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
(portion of the active electrode and to induce 
JJthe discharge of energy to the target site in 
jjcontact with the vapor layer. 




• 










|J42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














nthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1 400 
Ifvolts peak to peak. 




8 
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claim text \ reference 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


ooz 












4 The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 




291 


275 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 










. ..' 1 


the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


11. The method of claim I wherein 

the electrically conductive fluid comprises 

isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


n The method of claim 1 wherein 
the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the, return eter.frodf: 


662 












18. The method of claim 1 further 
toomprisinft 














Applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
Hconductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
[portion of the electrode terminal and to 
Hinduce the discharge of energy to the target 
Bsite in contact with the vapor layer. 




1170 










21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 
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[r . ■. - - . - „ 

klaim text \ reference 


37 


in 

JO 




in 


41 


42 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


662 








» 




H27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 




291 


275 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














1 the return electrode is spaced from the 
IJactive electrode such that when the active 
Qelectrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
ttstructure immersed in electrically conductive 
yfluid, riie return electrode is spaced from the 
J tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return electrode,. 


662 












39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1170 










42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
flvolts peak to peak. 
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[ claim text V reference ] 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


4. The method of claim I further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


11*1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5.7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
flterminal and the rpjum electrode — 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


Hi 8. The method of claim I further 
[[comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of die electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 
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claim text \ reference ]_ 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






inherent 


6-42-3-8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


1 1:1-20 






O.J J 






30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
[[electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 


i 




5:65-6:19 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














th<* rptiim pleftrnA* <tnaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
eiecnoue is orougni dujdcciii <i u^uc 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
Ijpath between the active electrode and the 
Hrenirn electrode — — 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


lb 9. The method of claim 23 further 
llcornnrisin p 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


142. The method of claim 23 wherein 














Bthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
Hvolts peak to peak. 
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claim text \ reference . 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:ju-jv 






4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














Rthe electrode terminal comprises a single 
pctive electrode disposed near the distal end 
|of an instrument shaft. 


3:27-44 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 


11. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the return electrode 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 

i 




181 The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
she in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














{immersing the target site within a volume of 
lithe electrically conductive fluid and 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 





Page 17. of 26 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 




5U 








>♦ 


jpositioning the return electrode within the 
Rvolumeof electrically conductive fluid to 
flgenerate a current flow path between the 
Jactive electrode and the return electrode. 


1:47-68 




J.330/ 




.J.J/-04 




p7. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


337-64 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft 


3:27-44 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when die active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between die active electrode and die 
Jtremrn elw*.trode 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


337-64 




H39. The method of claim 23 further 
Hcomprising 














[{applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
{(difference to vaporize the electrically 
J conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
{ portion of the active electrode and to induce 

the discharge of energy to the target site in 

contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak- 















Page 18 of 26 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the dependent claims 
of the , 592 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 








— - 






immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






6:7-15 








4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


9^ The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 




1:61-2:11 








4:15-29 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 












the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the, rf.ft»™ e.lecrrode 






6:7-15 








18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the vohage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 
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[claim text \ reierence _ 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


[positioning the return electrode within the 
[volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






6:7-15 








27. The method of claim 23 iurtner 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft 




1:61-2:11 








4:15-29 


[32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 






6:7-15 








return electrode . — 

39 . The method of claim 23 further 

comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive tiuia in a inin layer over m ica^i «j 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
jvolts peak to peak. 
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[(claim text \ reference 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


3, The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




4:30-46 




4*23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
[volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




Fig. 3 










4. the method of claim 1 further comprising 

■ 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




4:30-46 




423-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


9 The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
|of an instrument shaft. 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




5:44-63 


520-36 


1:63-2:17 


1 1. The method of claim I wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and thft return r.lrrJrorle — 




Fig. 3 










18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize die electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
Hinduce the discharge of energy to the target 
Ipite in contact with the vapor layer. 


- 








6:56 




jbl. The method of claim 1 wherein 














lithe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
jjvolts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












H26. The method of claim 23 further 
[[comprising 














yirnmersing the target site within a volume of 
jfthe electrically conductive fluid and 




4:30-46 




423-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 
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claim text \ reference 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
opnpntp a ntrrpnt flow nath between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




Fig. 3 










71 The method of claim 23 further 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
me laiftCi sue. \ 




4:30-46 




423-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


Ifi TV»p m*>thn/t nf rlaim 91 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


5:10-28 


328-60 




5:44-63 


520-36 


1:63-2:17 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 






— — 








the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 








6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
rcmrn electrode : : : — 




Fig. 3 






■ 




B9. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 

rondnrtivp flu if! in a thin taver over at least 2 

VvllUuvUVv IIUIU ill CI Ullil luJW wi VI HI *m 

portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 










6:56 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 
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claim text \ reference 


67 


6* 


69 


70 


71 


72 


3. The method of claim 1 farther comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid arid 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


A A 11 

4:4-1 1 








j 

: 
I 


2:29-36 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


4:4-11 


2:65-322 




2:67-3:8 






9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


237-46 


3:43-53 


236-41 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






II 13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














Hthe return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure arid the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the, return p.letfrfwte 


4:4-11 




- 


2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














■21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














Jp6. The method of claim 23 further 
|comprising 














jjimmersing the target site within a volume of 
lithe electrically conductive fluid and 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 




i 
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claim text \ reference _L 




Aft 




70 


71 


72 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


A- A 11 
4.4- 1 1 






2:67-3:8 




.• 2:29-36 


21. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


T> The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
flfluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

Cfiturn ftterfrnrte : 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














Ml. The method of claim 23 wherein 














ythe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
Hvolts peak to peak. 
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claim text \ reference 


73 


3. The method of claim 1 farther comprising 




immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


j.uvrt.J 


positioning the return electrode whhin the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 




delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


3:60-4:3 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


6:8-22 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 




the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




1 3 . The method of claim 1 wherein 




the return electrode is soaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 

f*lfvfrrwfo terminal ic Hmiioht Pifliacent 3. 

tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and the return dec^mde^ 




1 S; The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 




applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 




the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak: 




26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 




immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3.60-4:3 
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claim text \ reference 


73 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




R27. The method of claim 23 further 
[(comprising 




Hdelivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 




the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end .of an 
instrument shaft 


6:8-22 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 




the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




|34. The method of claim 23 wherein 




H the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
^lertrnde i<; hroupht adiacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return ftfectmrift : _ 




39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 




applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
([portion of the active electrode and to induce 
lithe discharge of energy to the target site in 
[(contact with the vapor layer. 




B42. The method of claim 23 wherein 




Kthe voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
((volts peak to peak 
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8,15,23,26,31,48,51 




9 


8,15,23,26,31,48,51 




11 


8i 23. 26, 31, 48, 51 




13 


8, 15,23, 26,31,48,51 




18 


8,15,26,48,51 
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23,26 




26 


8,15,31,48,51 




27 


8,15,31,48,51 




30 


8,15,31,48,51 




32 


8,31,48,51 




34 


8,15,31,34, 48,51 




39 


8, 15,48,51 




42 





1 



Smith & Nephew also contends that the following claims would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in view of at least 
each of the following combinations of primary references, which Smith & Nephew 
contends would have been combined for at least the following reasons. Smith & Nephew 
reserves the right to supplement this contention in the event ArthroCare changes its 
construction of the asserted claims, or in the event the Court's construction of the 



asserted claims differs. 
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46 


10 with any one or more of 22, 
26,36,38,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




47 


Any one or more of 8, 15, 26, 
29, 36, 52 with any one or more 
ofl0,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same prouicm appijrmg 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




55 


1 0 with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




56 


34 with any one or more of 48, 
65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




58 


Any one or more of 8, 15, 31, 
48, 51, 52 with any one or more 
of the anticipating references 
listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site oh 
a patient's body structure. 



2 
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59 


32 with any one or more of 8, 
15,31,38,48,51,52, 65; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 


882 


I 


10 with any one or more of 22, 

23,29,31,34, 36; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 






Any one or more of 10, 29 with 
any one or more of 8, 38, 48,51; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem ~ applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




17 


Any one or more of 23, 29, 32 

with any one or more of 8, 1 5, 

38,48,51,52,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




18 


Any one or more of 23, 29, 32 

with any one or more of 8, 1 5, 

38, 48,51,52, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




21 


Any one or more of 31, 36 with 
any one or more of 8, 15, 38, 48, 
51,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




23 


Any one or more ot zz, zi, zy, 
31, 36 with 15; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


x>acn reierence jb tnrccicu tu mc 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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Combinations j 


Motivation to Combine 


■ 


24 . 


Any one or more ot 22, 23, 2y, i 
36 with 15; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


ttacn reierence is uiicuicu vj uk> 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




29 


Any one or more of 1 0, 48, 52 J 
with any one or more of 8, 29; 
any one or more of the preceding J 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 

above; [ 
38,51 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient s body structure. 




47 


Any one or more of 22, 31, 36 1 
with any one or more of 8, 1 5, 
48,51,52,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient' s body structure. 




48 


Any one or more of 23, 32 with 
any one or more of 8, 15, 65; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




49 


32 with any one or more of 8, 
15,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
1 above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem .— applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




50 


Any one or more of 8, 15 with 
1 any one or more of the 
| anticipating reicrcnuoo iimc^i 

above. 


1 Each reference is directed to the 
j same problem - applying 
1 electrical energy to a target site on 
j a patient's body structure. 




54 


31 with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


1 Each reference is directed to the 
J same problem - applying 

electrical energy to a target site on 
1 a patient's body structure. 



4 
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3 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more.oi me 
anticipating references listed 
above; 

38, 65 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 

a tvatipnt'Q Knrlv structure 




4 


Any one or more ot 22, 29, Jo, 

38,52,65 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


c*acn reierence ib uiicvicu iu uic 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient* s body structure. 




9 


Any one or more of 1 0, 22, 29, 

36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Jbacii reierence is uireciea 10 uie 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 






Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
38, 52^ 65 with any one or more 
of 15, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient* s body structure. 




13 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


tsacn reierence is uirecieo. 10 uie 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




18 


Any one or more of 10, 38, 52, 

£^ with anv one or more of 23 

31,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 



Patent < 


Claim i 
21 


Combinations 

Any one or more of 29, 32 with 

48,51; 1 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Motivation to Combine 

Each reference is directed to the 
same problem applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




26 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 20, 
29, 36, 52 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more oi ure t 
anticipating references listed J 
above; j 
38, 65 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




27 


Any one or more oi zz, z:>, ^o, 
29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




30 


Any one or more ot 1 0, zz, z J, 
26, 29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


[ Farh reference is directed to the 
same problem - applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




32 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 

29, 36, 3o, ->z, o> wnn any one 

or more of 15, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
1 same nroblem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




34 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 
29, 36, 52 with any one or more 
of the anticipating references 
listed above. 


1 Bach reference is directed to the 
same problem applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 

j a patient's body structure. 
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39 


Any one or more of 10, 26, 38, 
52, 65 with any one or more of 
31,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to thQ 

electrical energy to a target site on 
a patients body structure. 




42 


Any one or more of 23, 26, 29, 

"KO with ativ one or more of 

8,15,31,34,48,51; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 



7 



PAGE BLANK (uspto) 



